NEW INDIA
Indians on an artistic level with the uncivilised
races of mankind, and refuses to utilise to the
fullest extent the capacities of living Indian
craftsmen ; which views complacently the drying
up of the springs of Indian craftsmanship if only
British craftsmanship may exhibit its superiority,
does not show political wisdom or educational
insight.
The recent political reforms have placed the
responsibility for art administration in India in
the hands of English-educated Indians, few of
whom have yet shown a firmer grasp of IndJfet's
artistic problems than their predecessors in office,
who, if art did not happen to be their own special
hobby, left the solution of them to the personal
inclinations of European practitioners. New
India, in matters of taste, is now split into two
camps, one of which hails the propaganda of the
Bombay School as the modem revelation of art
to educated India, and the other which follows
the lead of Dr, Abanindra Nath Tagore, the
founder of the new Calcutta School of Painting,
Dr. Tagore, the artist-poet of Bengal, is not
unrecognised<f in the world-arena/* for exhibitions
of his work and of the considerable band of pupils
he has gathered round him have not only esta-
blished one of the most interesting social events
in Calcutta, but have won high appreciation from
many 0f the best art critics of Paris, Berlin, and
Though well-educated m the European